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Mom;  eminent  nun  wlu.  havr  livc.l 
m    this   province.    I    ,|f)  „.,t    think 
thm-  IS  anoihir  wh..  ha*  '.hiaund 
aji.l   cxcrcisnl    s,,   j;riat    an    inl!>|. 
nitv   on   the   litV   and   thouj^'ht   of 
Ill's  tinic,    an.l    on  the    historv    of 
Kniilan.I.      as      William     Cohhett. 
il'""k'h    ins    p„|,!ic    service    was    renclcre.l.  ..,„.!    !„s 
|)iibl:c  oflie,K-es.  j,'  uc  chrwse  to  call  tlu-m  sucli    were 
conunt.e.!  after  he  leu  .he  province,  it  was  here  tlnnt 
he  traiiK     Inmselt   tor  his  ^reat  life  w..rk.       It    will 
he  secM,  that  the  remarkahle  versatility  of  knowIclL-e 
am    of  svn.,>atln.  the  extraonlinarv  nter^v.  i„.|„s,rv 
and   capacuy.   the    fury   with   which    he   pursne.l    his 
enennes.   the  power  of  concentration   an.l  expansio.i 
the  almost  snperhuman  self-esteem,  the  rnf-ue.!  lu.rse 
sense  and  adaptiveness.    which    he    displave.l    in    the 
wider  circles,  whereof  London  and  Philad'elphia  were 
the  centres,  were  developed  an.l  exhibite.l  here  in  the 
barracks  of  St.  John  and  Fredericton. 

It  is  not  my  present  purpose  to  discuss  Cobbett's 
place  m  history,  or  to  describe  anv  part  of  his  extrv 
ordinary  carecr-as  royalist  in  democratic  America 
and  democrat  in  royalist  England:  as  the  pohtical 
comrade  and  sworn  foe  of  Pitt;  as  the  friend  f  the 
royal  family  dined  and  wined  at  Halifax  bv  the  .)uke 
of  Kent,  and  afterwards  charRinjr  ,he  Duke  of  York 
with  the  sale  of  promotions  in  the  army  for  the  main- 
tenance of  hs  mistress:  the  man  who  took  up  the 
hRht  of  Queen  Caroline  aj?ainst  George  the  Fourth 


an.|  wIk>  wr..»c  for  that  picturesque  female  the  jMiihe- 
t  c  letter  tt>  her  liu*lK»n.|  which  nu.ve.l  the  nati.m  to 
tear,  by  its  t.mchi««  confession  of  a  mother*  foil  I 
affection  an.l  a  wilV .»  trn.ler  .kvoilon. 

''his  much  may  he  ,ai.l  n..w.  that  CohlK-tt.  whom 
111.-  commo,.  iKuple  |,ear<l  Rladly.  was  in  hi,  wav  the 
K-rcaiest  ..f  i»ami>hkteer.  inasmuch  an  he  coul.l  get  a 
«la(|   luariim'.   whether   he  .leiDiince.l    Paine  .»r    Pitt 
paper  money  or  p-.tatm-s ;  whether  he  con.Utnne.I  the 
use  of  tea  or  commemle.l  small  beer;  whether  he  -Is- 
cu.se.|  the  ,H.htical  i,,n.es  of  the  .lav  or  the  Protestant 
Koformat;r,„:  a.lvncate.!    the    introduction    of    Indian 
corn  or  manh.v„|  suffraKc;  uhcther  he  mabyne.l  the 
Mclhoihst  church,  the  bishop,  or  vaccnalion;  whether 
!.•  scoffed  at  the  pla>s  of  Shakespeare.    ex,H>sed    the 
»'a.l  Luirhsh  of  A.ltlison.  or  use.l  the  speeches    fro.n 
the  tlirone  as  sentences  to  Ik-  corrected  in  ^rannnir 
\\  r.t:nK  front  his  mean  lo,|;:m,^s  in  M,me  back  strc- 
from  a  fine  houn-  in  Lon.lon.  from  his  ^40.000  fann 
at  I.o!ley.  trom  .lis  seat  in  i.arliament.  fn.ni  Newgate 
prison,  or   fn.m  country  taverns  o„  Ms  rural    rid-s 
ho   wrote   t-r  tlic  cmwd.  a.i.!  the  crow.l  heard  hm 
N.nu-tmies   his    income  as   ;m   autimr  ua.  $:;o.fxio  a 
>oar.   sometimes   it   was  only   i:i,.!   s„it..  baukruptcv 
prison  and  exile.     Hut  he  never  lost  his  audienre     '  " 
Ihis   Cobbett.    reformer,    radcal.   or   rovalist.    was 
always  and    everywhere    a    preacher.       I,'  j,  „ot  too 
tnuch  to  say  that  the  rise  of  the  modern  democra-v 
in   hnirland.  which  has  made  that  comitrv's  jfovcrn- 
tnent  nior     responsive    to    indepeii.Ient    and    original 
public  opmion  than  any  other  on  the  contnent.  is  d-te 
more  to  William  Cobbett  than  to  anv  other  man 

Ill's  paper.  Imwever.  ,!oes  n„t  deal  with  Cobbett  as 
a  public  man.  either   n  IC-iTLin,!  or  the  Cnited  State, 


\m  the-  event,  cHuucicl  vu.h  h,*  I  fr  .-,,  a  ,,Ux.r  ;., 
fni«  rruvincc. 
()nc    wouH    cx,Kci    ih.it    uhntwcr   ,|;*pute   nt.^ht 

an.1  ,>„|„K  I  rt..ac|j„M.,u„iv  tlun-  co„t.|  W  m  tlu-  can- 
of  a  man  .  rnnarkaM.  fur  pnc.M..,,  .m.l  ,.,  ^„,.l  ..f 
j!»CM,tn:,  n.«  r,w„  career,  n..  .,,um,o„  of  ,lu-  x.ar  -f 
hi-,  h.rth.  More  .•.,K-cially  ,h..t.I,I  ,|,is  Ik-  ix„  ch-I 
»mcc  (  ..|,>H„  hiruM-If  mak.,  .,  „„,,|,  of  ,1,.  claim  th  ,t 
he  wan  a  «.k„|  s.,I.l,.r  at  n-vn,t..„.  a  eur,..ral  -.t 
n«h.ecn.  a..-!  tha,  lu-  wa,  "at  a„  a,e  „„.|..r  ,«.,,tv 
>ear,  rai,.-.I    ro„,  cor,..raI  to  v  ruean,  ,„ajor  at  ..ncc 

over  tlu-  Iu-a<N  of  tliirty  svrKv.mU." 

Now   ChlK-tt   joiMf.f  the  armv    iti    17K4.     |U.   ^v-,, 

a    nnn-cn,n,ni«ione.I    orticer     n' ,;.,-,   .,,„,    ,,         '^^ 

"'ajor  m  ,;r/.     Thin  apiK-ars  frr„„  the  rccom.nen.la. 

tinn  for  hH  discharge  pivvu  hy  I.onI  K.IwaM  Fit^. 

Herahl.  as  {i)\Un\s : 

'*i       r-       •!'•"'    R«-«"nfn.   ,.f   F......    whereof   Licit -Gen 

nercol.    u.ll.am    Cobb^tt.    sergeant    major    in    the    aforesaid 
«R.men,.  ha.  served  hon„,ly  and  fa.,hfully  f„r  e./h      e ", 
nearly  .even  of  which  he  han  ...n  a  n...,-cuLi,Mnned  X"  ' 

el°en     K  \T  "'  ""  ''""  '^"'  ^"'^  ^"«'»"«  --i"r  .0    he 
reg,ment.  but  havrng  very  earnestly  appl.ed  for  hi,  discharge 

he    m  consideration  of  his   good  l.chaviour  and   ,he  semce 

he  has  rendered  ,0  the  regiment,  is  hereby  discharged 

Given    under   my   hand   and   the   xeal   of  the   re»^im*n»    „ 

Portsmouth,  this  .9th  day  of  December.  "Igl  """"'•   "' 

Edwabd  Fitzcuald."* 

General  Frederick  endorsed  this  action,  added  'V, 

thanks  to  those  of  Lord  Edward,  though  as  an  orru- 

nicntal  colonel  he  probably  knew  little  about  Cobbetf  s 

^emces^In   fact   Lord  Edward  himself  must    have 

♦Political  Register,  June,  1809 


ktumn  litftr  uurrv,  rxcrpi  frotjj  hcar»ay.  a«  hr  #4» 
i.'f  with  thi'  rryimtni  mur.-  ihati  »u  m«H>ih».  aiut 
|.r..bnhl>  a  gn-attr  |«ri  of  iliai  i  nu'  \w  wa.  nwrnin^ 
•Uhii  ihr  .\<rt  Mrun.uivk  w.«k|,.  a.  wa.  hi.  mnmruic 
hahii. 

Il  (  .a»lH!t  wm-  riyhi  in  fhr  »ia!onuiH  ni  hu  anp. 
Ik'  w.nil.l  havf  Urti  lH»rii  :ii  ijfrf,.  ;,ii.l  in  «vcral  placr* 
in  ht»  writiuK  hi-  yivr*  ihat  >car  a.  iho  .laic   nf    h  » 
birtli.     Hr  fxcii»r*  ..lu   .,i  hm  |..ve  atTair.  an.l  many 
•>f  hi»  fx.htical  iitttramc*  un  ilu-  «rr>im.|  ..f  hi»  \..uih 
rc'prc-.iiimj,.  h  inMlj  alw;,>.  t,.  W  i..„r  vr;,r»  vuum;..r 
than  he  really  wa».      To  a.l.l  Jm  tlu-  coniiuioi,;  ||t.„rv 
Morley.  in  lii»  intr.Mlucti.m  to  rmi'  of  lob!)ett"«  Ik»oIh. 
«a\H  that  he  wai  In.rn  in    i-f,j.  but  make*  him    onlv 
rweniv-.MKht  year.  oM  in   i;.^.  an.l  the  /:»ov/../.A/'ii 
Hnttan.a  vjixes   i^r^,  ,„.,ea.I  .  f  i^.j    ;„    ,he   ,|ate  of 
h\%  h  nil.     The  whole  manvr  i^  seitlnl  hv  the  reni^ti-r 
at  I'arnhatn.  hy  which  it  appears  tiiai  he  was  christen- 
i'<l   with  a    xoisnii.r   hr..!lur   in    April.    i^(,\,  an.l   the 
inserption  on  Ins  eoiVm.  which  u;ivi,  the  c'.rroct  .late 
ot  h  ^  hirih.  .March,  o.  i;'.^. 

'i'liis  weakens  the  f.teasln-  tra.Iili.Mi  of  ('..lilwit's 
preccity.  lU  was  n,i  sixteen  ur  eii:htcen.  I,„f 
twenty-iwo  when  he  joinv.l  the  artiiy.  n..t  seventeen,  h.it 
twenty-three,  when  he  came  to  .New  llrunswick. Hot 
v««:hteon.  hut  twcnt>  three,  when  he  Iwcatne  cor|H.r.iI. 
an.l  hs  proirnt:on  to  serj^ernit  major  occnrre-l  wli -ii 
h,'  was  -.vent) -live,  instead  .,f  nineteen  ..r  twenty. 
When  lu  saw  his  pirl  at  the  sprinj^'  ..n  tiie  hill  where 
R.K-'<Ian.|  R..a,I  i^  now.  lie  was  twentv-five  or  more, 
an.l  when  he  met  the  ..ther  ;;lr|  at  the  Xashwaak  'le 
wa-    twenty-seven.     He  was  marrie.l  .it  thirty, 

VVe  do  not  nce.I  u,  deal  here  with  much  of  Co'i- 
t  tt's  early  Il.'e.  .\ot  much  is  kn')wn  of  it.  except 
what   he  discloses   inciiL-ntally   in   his  various  lx)oks. 


s 

ll  •rrtm  that  h.»  faihrr  Bavo  |,i,„  ihr  ru.|i,nent»  n/ 
r»,|  cmuwHi  Hh..,,!  r.lwali't..  He  «a»  laught  to 
rea.|  at  an  rarly  a«c.  an<l  Iw  wa.  well  Kr.nm.lcl  m 
•nihmriK-.  Hi.  father  .|i.i  not  icach  hirn  urammir 
at  hoim-.  a.  Ik-  <|i.|  oilur  ih.i.jj,.  (or  i|,r  f.nlur  .Im. 
n...  a|,,K.nr  f..  h.,v,.  ti„.|cr.t..M|  ih.  nvhnial  tvrni.  ..f 
graitiiiiartan..  lUji  he  cvi.knilv  ha.l  ilu-  Mih^ana- 
or  III..  H'unfc,  for  hr  •rrnw  to  luur  fn't-n  a  niaM.T  ..f 

A*  a  !...>.  (  oblHtt  iii.iilf  -rcat  ii.o  of  hi.  ^-v,-,  an  I 
car».  an.l  hi»  rrv.jm-nt  a!!u»...it.  |„  iho  scvncrv  ai«i 
natural  nUjvcu  which  altraclt-.l  hi«  allinli.Hi  in  chil.j- 
l"-"!  ^I..HN,  that  IR.  iK^an  hi*  Mn.i;^  of  natun-  aiwl 
himian  nature  at  an  larly  a«f.  Hf  aU..  .how..|  a 
«h*|).»..t..»n  in  cxtram-  y..„th  t„  r-taliatc-  i^.u^  thmo 
who  injtirr.l  or  inMiftcd  him. 

W  lun  I  ua^  a  Ih.>.-  ho  ,a>s  -  a  ImntMnan.  <  iiorc.. 
r.ra.lK-y.  i;avr  ,,,0  a  cut  wiih  hi*  nl„p  luvau*.-  I  jutm.- 
C.I  ;n  anion:,'  the  .lo^r,.  p„ii,,l  a  hare  fr..,„  ,1,,,,.  u'l.l 
Jtr)t  their  -cent  on  Seal  fortmjon  n.ar  U'avcrlcy 
AhlK'y."  At  the  time  CohlK'tt  o.ul.l  -lo  nnthiiit:  hut 
call  names,  an.l  he  uave  I'.ra.lley  ptentv  ..f  thcM-.  He 
am.'*  on  t.»  «ay  that,— 

•  TiK-  native  rr^oitrcc,  of  m.v  min.j  mml  ,„..  iniJ.ct  ><uucv 
up,.,,  I,.,t,.  1  waited  uniil  hra.li.y  niKJ  h„  ,mck  verc  ,ra.l.n« 
for  a  hare  i„  d.c  luiKhl.nrl,.  ,„|  .,f  ,1k.  ,,um-  .S.d  Cnmn,  ,, 
I  pace!  „i>-..lf  «i,h  a  re<!  Ihttwk  at  the  .„.|  ,.f  a  H,r,n« 
near  a  pat!,  vUure  I  wa.  Mire  ,l,e  l.arr  w.,„!.|  ^n  |!v  .,„.i  (,J 
l,ear.|  the  Mew  l.all..  a„.l  i„||  cry,  I  sr,„a„ed  .!..„„  .„,  ,Ik- 
m..   a,„|   my   hear,   »,..„„.!..,|   w„h   ,(„•   ^r,..pen   „f   i„il,c„n« 

n..|.,w,     I    clappe.l    do«„    ,ny    h..rrin«.    uent    ,„T   at    a    r,...„ 
anKle       ....lure.l  „,,  a  .,eep  l,anl<   wl.cre  the  hnrM,,,,.,,  c.nl.! 

thr..,  Kh  Mo,r,  I  ark.  there  I  Kau-  ..„„,  .wiris  alK.u,  ,0  atnuM. 

•Mr.    liradkv    for    lialt   an    hmir        I  li..»      >T    I  .     . 


At  the  bottom  was  an  alder    moor    ending    in    a 
swamp  and  a  river.    Cobbett  says  that  he  tossed  the 
herrinjT  into  the  stream  and  then  re-climbed  the  steep 
hill  which  he  calls  a  hanpcr.  where  he  watched    the 
proceeding    of  the  hunters.       The    sport    continitcd 
until  late  ai  night,  overrunninjj  the  track  a  hundred 
times,  spending:  an  hour  in  the  stubble  field.  plunginR 
and  mirint'  i"  tin'  moor,  crossing,'  the  river  at  a  mill 
and  exploring  both  sides  of  the  stream,  finally,  "amid 
conjectures,  disputations,  mutual  blamiiiKs  and  sweir- 
ings,  they  concluded,  some  half-leg  deep  in  dirt    and 
going  soaking  home  at  the  end  of  a  drizzling   dav." 
It  may  sumrise  this  company  to  know  from  Mr.  Cob- 
bett "  that  at  this  time  I  was  only  about  eight  years 
old."* 

One  other  incident  to  show  his  early  appreciation 
of  good  literature,  and  we  shall  proceed  at  once  to  his 
military  life  in  this  country.     Cobbett  alwavs  had  a 
passion  for  Swift,  the  first  writer  with  whom'  he  made 
acquaintance  after  Moses.     Whether  he  heard    about 
Swift  from  h  s  father  does  not  appear,  but  the  elder 
Cobbett  might  have  known  that  Swift  was  a  resident 
of  Temple's  home  near  by.     In  fact  it  was  at  his  same 
Moore  Park,  through  which  the  boy  dragged  the  her- 
ring, that  the  Tale  of  a  Tub  and  The  Battle  of  Books 
were  written.    This  fact,  however,  did  not  introduce 
him  to  the  Tale  of  a  Tub.    Young  Cobbett  heard  of 
the  beautiful  gardens  of  Kew,  and  had  a  desire    to 
work  in  them.    He  set  out  on  a  June  morning  to  walk 
thither  (say  thirty  miles),  having  in  his  pocket  thir- 
teen half  pence,  of  which  he  lost  one.    Two  pence  he 
spent  for  bread  and  cheese,  and  one  for  small  beer. 
He  says : 

"With  three  pence  for  my  whole  fortune,  I  was  trudging 
through    Richmond    in    my  blue    smock  frock,    and  my  red 

•Letter  to  Hon.  John  Stuart  Wortley.    Cobbett'j  Pol   Res 
Vol.  8i,  page  513.  ^ 


ga  ter,  tied  about  my  knef»  when,  staring  at  mc.  my  eye. 
fell  upon  a  Intle  book  in  a  b«ok,eI!er>  wmdow.  on  the  out- 
^de  of  which  was  written.  'Tale  of  a  Tub.  price  three  pence" 
iJie  title  «a»  so  odd  that  my  curiosity  was  excited.  I  had  the 
three  pence,  but  then  I  would  not  have  any  supp.r.  In  I  went 
and  got  the  l.ttle  book,  which  I  wa,  ,o  impa.ien,  to  readTh^t 
I  got  over  mto  a  field  in  the  upp.T  corner  of  the  Kew  Garden, 
where  stood  a  hay  stack.     On   the  shady  side  of  this  I  sat 

that  I  had  read  before-.t  was  something  so  new  to  my  mind 
-  hat  thouKh  I  could  not  underhand  some  parts  of  it  it 
del.Khte.l  me  beyond  description,  an.l  prod.tced  what  I  hnve 
always  considered  a  birth  of  intellect.  I  read  on  until  ,t  was 
aark  without  any  thought  of  supper  or  bed." 

The  boy  slept  by  the  stack  tliat  iiijrht.  and  next  dav 
went  on  readini;  as  he  went  to  Kew,  where  the  Scotch 
gardener  ^ave  hitn  work.     He  also  lent  him  books  on 
gardening,  but  they  seemed  dull  after  Swift        This 
little  volume  he  carried  about  with  him  everywhere 
for  several  years.     The  fate  will  be  mentioned  later 
Cobbett  says  that    at    this  time    when    he    preferred 
Swift  to  his  diimer,  when  he  was  rcadv  to  sleep  behind 
a  haystack  rather  than  postpone  the  readintj.  and  when 
he  was  allowed  to  scour  the  countrv  looking  for  work 
with  SIX  pence  in  his  pocket,  ho  was  eleven  vears  old 
I  need  not  say  that  "  The  Tale  of  a  Tub."  great  book 
as  It  IS.  would  hardly  absorb  the  attention  of  many 
boys  of  that  a«:e.     It   is  a  political  or  ecclesiasticnl 
allegory,  rcquirin-  a  somewhat  mature  and  cultivated 
mind  to  see  its  force.     I  am  disposed  to  add  to  the 
age  of  Cobbett,  at  the  time  of  the  red-herring  episode 
and  the  Tale  of  the  Tub  adventure,  the   four  years 
that  we  must  add  to  the  years  he  claims    when    he 
joined  the  army.     Even  then  we  may  see  in  one  inci- 
dent the  promise  of  the  greatest  controversial  pamph- 
leteer of  his  time,  and    ;,i    the   other  the  sign  of  the 
intellectual  activity  and  industry  which  are  the  wonder 
of  all  his  biographers. 
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The  Tale  of  a  Tub  story  is  taken  from  a  note  in  a 
recent  Life  of  Swift,  and  was  published  in  the  Ezen- 
ing  Post  when  Cobbett  was  appealing  to  Reformers 
to  pay  his  election  expenses.  The  Annual  Register 
of  1835  contained  a  long  obituary  notice,  in  which  it 
was  stated  that  Cobbett's  father  was  a  publican  as 
well  as  a  farmer,  and  that  the  tavern  lie  kept  was 
called  "  The  Jolly  Farmer."  The  authorities  all  agree 
that  the  lad  had  a  desire  to  go  to  sea.  and  that  once 
he  went  on  board  a  man-of-war  at  Portsmouth,  in- 
tending to  enlist  as  a  marine.  Also  that  when  he 
actually  did  enlist  at  Chatham,  he  thought  he  was 
joining  the  navy. 

He  left  home  in  1783  (May  6)  to  go  to  Guilford 
Fair,  but  on  a  sudden  impulse  he  rode  on  with  the 
coach  to  London,  thereby  disappointing  a  group  of 
girls  whom  he  had  promised  to  take  to  the  show. 
A  hop  merchant  who  knew  Cobbett's  father 
got  him  a  place  as  a  copyng  clerk  with  Mr. 
Holland,  an  attorney  at  Gray's  Inn.  He  stayed 
there  nine  months  and  then  enlisted.  At  Chatham  he 
was  clerk  to  General  Debeig,  in  command  of  the  gar- 
rison. It  was  this  general  who  advised  him  to  study 
grammar,  and  -ecommended  Bishop  Lowth's  text- 
book. Cobbett  copied  the  whole  volume  three  times 
and  learned  it  by  heart,  imposing  upon  himself  the 
task  of  saying  it  all  over  every  time  he  did  sentinel 
duty.  In  later  years,  when  he  himself  became  a 
writer  of  grammar,  he  did  not  think  so  highly  of  his 
early  master. 

Cobbett  was  in  many  respects  a  typical  man  for  a 
non-commissioned  officer.  He  had  a  perfect  physique, 
and  was  capable  of  enormous  labor.  When  he  was 
an  elderly  man,  and  weighed,  as  he  said,  as  much  as 
four  bushels  of  wheat  (240  pounds),  he  could  ride 


mne  hours  in  the  field,  or  after  the  hounds,  without 
d.smountmg.  He  was  methodical,  determined  to 
excel,  well  educated  for  a  soldier,  and  absolutely  sure 
Of  hiriiselt.  It  IS  not  surprising  that  he  comm'endn! 
n.mseif  to  the  officers  and  obtained  advancement  If 
the  officers  were  half  as  lazy  and  inefficient  as  he 
represents  them,  it  was  conven  ent  for  thorn  to  have 
a  sergeant  major  to  do  the  work  that  thev  should  have 
been  able  and  willing  to  do  for  themselves. 

A  man  who  rose  at  daylight  in  summer  an.l  at  four 
o  clock  m  winter,  who  dressed  with  extreme  neatness 
shave.l  w'th  cold  water,  and  was  alwavs  readv    for 
duty  hours  before  he  was  needed,  who  abstained  from 
drmk,  even  refusing  tea,  and  was  exceedingly  temper- 
ate m  his  eating,  who  could  write  a  hand  like  a  copper- 
plate, who  was  a  perfect  master  of  English  composi- 
t.on,  who  could  draw  plans  for  buildings  or  fortifici- 
tions.  could  ride  a  horse,  go  through  the  woods  with- 
out gettmg  lost,  manage  a  team  or  a  canoe,  who  knew 
the  exercise  book  better  than  anv  of  the  officers,  was 
pretty  sure  to  find  an  opportunitv  in  a  new  countrv 
such  as  this  province.     He  was  with  a  regiment   that 
contame.I   many  recruits  and  many  officers  who  did 
not  know  their  business,  whle  the  colonel  was  absent 
all  the  tmie.  and  the  major  nearly  all. 

When  the  54th  came  to  Halifax  from  the  war  wht'ch 
closed  m  1783.  it  would  require  fresh  men.  Among 
those  sent  over  from  England  in  1785  was  Cobbett, 
who  had  enlisted  at  Chatham  during  1784.  and  had 
been,  u  would  appear,  less  than  a  year  in  barracks  at 
home.  During  that  time  he  had  made  a  particular 
study  of  English  grammar.  He  bought  his  books, 
pen  and  paper  out  of  his  six  pence  a  dav  allowance, 
or  rather  out  of  his  two  pence  per  week  left  over  after 
the  necessary  expenditure  at  the  market.     He  often 
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went  to  bed  hungry  because  of  this  outlay,  and  once 
cried  like  a  child  over  the  loss  of  a  half  penny.  But 
when  he  did  learn  grammar,  he  knew  it  as  one 
can  see  who  takes  the  trouble  to  examine  the  text- 
book which  he  wrote. 

Of  Cobbett's  short  residence  at  Halifax  there  is 
little  mention.  It  is  probabk-  that  the  regiment  came 
to  St,  John  soon  after  he  joined,  ior  though  in  his 
papers  he  makes  frcquont  mention  of  what  he  saw 
in  Xew  I'.runswick.  there  is  hardly  a  personal  allusion 
to  Nova  Scotia.  The  troops  would  come  from  Hali- 
fax by  water.  The  only  mention  that  Cobbett  makes 
of  his  trip  is  one  about  The  Tale  of  a  Tub. 
"  When  at  twenty  years  old  I  lost  that  book  in  a  box 
that  fell  overboard  in  the  I'.ay  of  Fundy,  North 
America;  the  loss  gave  me  gr?ater  pain  than  I  have 
since  felt  at  losing  thousands  of  pounds."  I  think 
Cobbett  was  a  corporal  when  he  came  to  St.  John. 
If  not,  he  was  appointed  about  that  time.  lie  was 
also  made  clerk  to  the  regiment  ( Register.  June, 
1809).  Before  his  promotion,  a  clerk  was  an  officer 
with  no  other  duties  bin  to  make  out  the  report  for 
the  regiment.  He  says :  "  I  rendered  the  clerk  un- 
necessary ;  and  long  before  ar,y  other  man  was  dressed 
for  the  parade.  m>-  wor!c  for  the  morning  was  done, 
and  I  myself  was  on  the  parade  walking  in  fine  weather 
for  an  hour  perhaps." 

The  domestic  toinance  whcih  is  associated  with  St. 
John  in  the  life  of  Cobbelt.  and  which  alone  would 
make  liie  ridge  from  Fori  Howe  to  L  ly  Lake  a 
pleasant  memory  to  him,  will  stand  another  telling. 
The  regiment  to  which  Cobbett  belonged  was 
quartered  immediately  below  Fort  Howe.  It  is  said 
that  the  Mission  Church  stands  on  the  site  of  the 
officers'  quarters.     Farther  east,  and  on  higher  ground, 
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were  the  quarters  of  the  artillery  corps,  in  which  Cob- 
bet  t  s  future  father-in-law  was  a  non-commissioned 
officer.  It  would  on  its  own  account  be  a  pleasant 
rnornmg  stroll  to  climb  the  hill  and  walk  toward  Lily 
Lake,  past  "  Cobbett's  sprinfr."  the  spot  associated 
with  his  delightful  love  story.  Here  is  the  first 
chapter  as  he  gives  't  himself: 

"When  I  first  saw  my  wife,  she  was  thirteen  year,  old   and 
I  was  ahotn  a  month  of  twenty-one.     I  .sat  in  a  room  with  her 
for  about  an  hour  in  company  with  others,  and  I  made  up  n.y 
rn.nd  she  was  the  very  girl  for  me.    That  I  thouKht  her  heauti- 
fnl  K  certam.  for  that   I  ha.I  always  said  shoul.l  be  an  indis- 
pensable  qualification,  but  I  saw  in  her  wh.:i  I  deenud  marks 
of  that   sobriety  of  conduct  of   which   I   have   said   so  mu-h. 
and  which  ha^  been  by  far  the  greatest  blessing  of  n,y  life 
It  was  now  dead  of  winter,  and,  of  course,  the  snow    wis 
several   feet  deep  on  the  groun.l.    and    the    wenther  piercing 
cold.     It  was  my  habit  when  I  had  <lonc  my  n.orning-s  writ- 
ing to  go  out  at  break  of  day  to  take  a  walk  on  the  hill,  at  the 
foot   of   which   our  barracks   lay.       In  about  three   mornin^-s 
after  I  had  first  seen  her.  I  had  by  invitation  to  breakfas,  with 
mc   got  up  two  young  men  to  join  me  in  my  walk;  and  our 
road  lay  by  the  house  of  her  father  and  mother.       It    was 
hrrdly  light;  but  she  was  out  on  the  snow  scrubbing  out  a 
washing  tub.    •Thafs  the  girl  for  me,'  said  I,  when  wo  got 
cut  ot  hearing.     From  the  day  that  I  had  firn  spoken  to  h -r 
I  never  had  a  thought  of  her  ever  being  the  wife  of  any  othei^ 
mat!  more  than  I  had  thought  of  her  being  transformed  into 
a  chest  of  drawers;  and  I   formed  mv  resolution  at  once  to 
marry  her  as  soon  as  we  could  get  .permission,  and  to  get  out 
of  the  army  as  soon  as  I  could.     So  that  this  matter  was  at 
once  settled  as  firmly  a^  if  written  in  the  book  of  fate        At 
the  end  of  about  si.x  months,  my  regiment,  and  I  along  with 
It.  were  removed  to  Fredcricton.  a  distance  of  a  hundred  miles 
up  the  River  St.  John;  and,  which  was   worse    the  artill-ry 
(to  which   her   father  belonged)    was  e.Kpected  to  go  ofT    to 
England   a   year  or   two  before  our   regiment.    The  artillery 
went,  and  she  along  with  them ;  and  now  it  was  that  I  ac^cd 
the   part   becoming  a  real   and   sensible   lover.     I    was  aware 
that  when  she  got  to  that  gay  place,  Woolwich,  the  house  of 
her  father  and  mother,  necessarily  visited  by  numerous  per- 
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»on«  not  the  most  select,  might  become  unpleasant  to  her.  I 
did  not  like,  besides,  that  she  should  continue  to  work  hard. 
I  had  saved  a  himdrcd  and  fifty  Kuincas,— the  earnings  of  my 
early  hours,  in  writing  fur  the  paymaster,  the  (|uartir-ma»ter, 
and  iither^. — in  addition  U)  tlit  ^avlllK•'  nl  my  own  pay  I 
sent  her  all  my  muiny  bi t'urc  nIic  siiUd;  and  wrote  to  her  to 
beg  of  her  if  she  found  her  home  uncomfortable,  to  hire  a 
lodging  with  re-pcctable  people;  ,iiul.  at  any  rate,  not  to 
spare  the  money  by  any  imaus;  l)iit  to  buy  herself  good 
clothes,  and  to  live  without  hard  work,  until  I  arrival  m 
Engfand;  and  I,  in  order  to  induce  her  to  lay  out  the  money, 
told  her  that  I  could  get  plenty  more  before  I  came  honu'. 

"  As  the  malignity  of  the  <levil  uould  have  it,  we  were  kept 
abroad  two  years  longer  than  our  time,  Mr.  Pitt  (  Kngland 
not  being  so  tame  then  a<  she  is  now )  having  knocked  up  a 
dust  with  Spain  about  Nootka  Sound.  Oh,  how  I  cursed 
Nootka  Sound,  and  poor  bawling  I'itt,  too,  I  am  afraid.  At 
the  end  of  four  years,  however,  home  I  came;  landed  at 
Portsmouth,  and  got  my  discharpe  from  t'.ie  army  by  the  great 
kindness  of  poor  Lord  Kdward  Fit/gerald,  who  was  then  the 
major  of  my  regiment.  I  found  my  little  girl  a  servant  <  f  all 
work  (and  hard  work  it  was)  at  five  pounds  a  year,  in  the 
house  of  a  Captain  ISrisac ;  and  without  saying  hanlly  a  word 
about  the  matter,  she  put  into  my  hands  the  whole  of  the 
hull  'rpj  5,n(}  fifty  guineas  unbroken.  Need  I  tell  the  readers 
wl..i  my  feelings  were?  N'reu  1  tell  kind-Iieartcd  English 
parents  this  anecdote,  and  what  effect  it  must  have  produced 
on  the  minds  of  our  children?  Admiration  of  her  conduct 
and  self-gratulation  on  this  indubitr.ble  proof  of  the  sound- 
ness of  my  own  judgment,  were  added  to  the  lov«  of  her 
beautiful  perton  ' 

'i'liore  is  somethino-  more  to  be  said  about  Cobbett's 
wife,  but  at  this  sta'^c  in  tlie  story  \vc  may  turn  back. 
I  take  up  another  Xew  I'.runswick  love  story  n  which 
he  does  not  appear  to  quite  the  same  advar.tase. 

Again  we  take  liis  own  narrative,  which  is  interest- 
ing not  only  as  a  part  of  the  story  of  his  own  life,  bat 
for  the  I'ght  it  throws  upon  the  condition  of  things 
in  the  province  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago : 

"  The  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  in  North  .America,  in 
■which  I  passed  the  years  from  eighteen  to  that  of  twenty- 
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•ix,  coniisti,  in  generil,  ol  heaps  of  rock*,  in  the  interiticei 
of  which  grow  the  pine,  the  spruce,  and  varimi*  son.  ci  fir 
treei;  or,  where  the  woods  have  bctn  burntil  clown,  the  biislies 
of  the  raspberry  or  tho^-  ,>i  the  hiicklebirry.  The  pr..vmce 
is  cut  asunder  by  a  Krtat  ruer.  called  ilu-  St  John.  \>h  ch  is 
•bout  two  hundred  miles  in  length,  and,  at  half  way  to  the 
mouth,  full  a  mile  wide.  Int..  thi>  main  river  rm;  innumeraMe 
smaller  rivcrs.there  calleil  creckv  On  the  M.le^  of  th.•^e 
creeks  the  land  is  in  seme  places  clear  of  rocks;  it  is,  m  the^e 
places,  generally  gond  and  pmdnctive;  the  trees  that  grow 
her.'  arc  the  birch,  map'e.  ,ind  other*  ot  the  deciduous  class; 
natural  meadows  here  and  there  present  thein«elvcs;  and 
some  of  these  spnts  far  surpa«s  in  rural  beauty  any  other  that 
my  eyes  ever  beheld;  the  creeks  abuundinR  toward*  their 
sources  in  waterfalls  of  endless  variety,  as  well  in  form  a*  m 
rnagnitude.  and  always  teemiiiK  in  fish,  while  water-fowl  en- 
liven the  surface,  and  wild-pigeons  of  the  gayest  plum- 
age flutter  in  thousands  upi>n  thousamls  ainonRSt  the  branches 
of  the  beautiful  trees,  which,  sometimes,  for  mile-  together, 
form  an  arch  over  the  creeks. 

"I,  in  one  of  my  ramble,  in  the  woods,  in  which  I  took  great 
delight,  came  to  a  spot  a  very  short  di>iance  trom  the  -ource 
of  one  of  these  creeks.  He:e  was  everything  to  delight  flic 
eye,  and  especially  one  like  me,  who  seems  to  have  been  b.-rn 
to  love  a  rural  life,  the  trees  and  the  plants  of  all  kinds. 
Here  was  about  two  luindred  acre-  .  t  natural  meadow  intc.-- 
spersed  with  patches  ot  maple  tree-,  'n  various  forms  :.nd  of 
various  extent;  the  creek  (here  about  thirty  mile-  from  its 
point  of  joining  the  St.  John)  ran  down  the  middle  of  the 
.spot  which  formed  a  sort  ut  dish,  and  hi^h  and  n  cky  hills 
rising  all  around  it.  except  at  the  outlet  of  the  creek,  and 
these  hills  crowned  with  lofty  pine;  in  the  hills  were  ihc 
sources  of  the  creek,  the  waters  of  which  came  down  in  c.is- 
cadcs,  for  any  one  of  which  many  ,-,  nobleman  in  Kn^land 
would,  if  he  could  transfer  it,  give  a  pood  slice  of  his  fertile 
estate;  and  in  the  creek  at  the  foot  of  the  cascades,  there  was, 
in  the  season,  salmon,  the  finest  in  the  world,  and  so  abund- 
ant, and  so  easily  taken,  ns  to  be  used  for  manuring  the  land. 

"  If  Nature,  in  her  very  best  humor,  had  made  a  spot  for 
the  express  purpose  of  captivating  me.  she  could  not  have 
exceeded  the  efforts  which  she  had  made  here.  But  I  found 
something  here  besides  the  rude  works  of  nature:   I   found 


14 

•omething  in  the  fathmning  of  which  nun  had  had  somnhing 
to  do.  I  found  a  large  and  welUbuilt  log  dwelling  houte. 
(standing  in  the  month  of  September)  on  the  cdKc  of  a  very 
gf)<.<l  Held  of  Indian  corn,  by  the  'ide  of  which  there  wai  a 
piece  of  buckwheat  just  then  mowed.  I  found  a  homeMead. 
and  »omc  very  pretty  cows,  1  found  all  ihiMg<  by  which  an 
easy  and  happy  farmer  it  surrounded;  and  I  found  still  lome- 
thinij  besides  all  the.'tc,  that  was  destined  to  give  me  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure  and  also  a  great  deal  of  pain,  both  in  their 
extreme  degrees;  and  both  «.f  which,  ni  spite  of  the  lapse  of 
forty  years,  now  make  an  attempt  to  ru-b  back  into  my 
heart. 

■•  Pr.rtly  from  misinformation,  and  partly  from  miscalcula- 
tion, I  had  lost  my  way;  and.  <|uit.-  alone,  but  armed  with  my 
sword  and  a  bran-  of  pistols,  to  dcfeml  myself  anainst  the 
bears,  1  arrived  nt  the  1.  «  bouse  in  the  niid<llc  of  a  moonlight 
night,  the  hoar  frost  covering  tlu  trees  and  the  urass  A 
stout  and  clamorous  dog.  kepi  off  by  the  Kleaming  ot  my 
sword,  waked  tho  master  of  the  house,  who  ^ot  up,  receiv.-d 
me  with  great  hospitality,  got  me  something  to  cat,  and  put 
me  into  a  feather  bed.  that  I  had  been  a  stranger  to  for  some 
years.  I.  beinj;  very  tired,  had  tried  to  pass  the  niRht  in  the 
woods,  between  the  trunks  of  two  large  trees,  which  had 
fallen  side  by  side,  and  within  a  yard  of  each  other.  I  hid 
made  a  nest  for  myself  of  dry  fern,  and  had  made  a  covering 
by  laying  the  bouK'lis  of  spruce  across  r'  trunks  of  the 
trees.  But  unable  to  sleep  on  account  of  the  cold,  becoming 
sick  from  the  great  f|!;nntity  of  water  that  1  had  drunk  during 
thj  heat  of  the  d.iy.  and  being,  moreover,  :  larmed  nt  the  iioi«e 
ot  the  bears,  and  lest  one  of  them  should  find  me  in  a  defence- 
less state.  I  had  roused  myself  up,  and  bad  crept  along  as  w-ll 
as  I  could.  So  that  no  hero  of  eastern  romance  ever  experi- 
enced a  more  enchanting  ch.'ngc. 

"I  got  into  the  house  of  one  of  those  Yankee  Loyalists, 
who,  at  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War  (which,  until  it 
had  succeeded,  was  called  a  •cbellion).  had  accepted  grants 
of  land  in  the  King's  Province  of  New  Brun-wick;  .ind  who. 
to  the  great  honor  of  England,  hid  been  furnished  with  all 
the  me.Tns  of  making  new  and  comfortable  settlements.  I 
was  suflfered  to  sleep  until  breakfast  time,  when  I  found  a 
table,  the  like  of  which  I  have  since  seen  so  many  in  the 
United   States,   loaded   with   good  things.       The  master  and 
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miitr«,  of  the   hou.r.   agrd  .bout   fifty,   were  like   what    in 
EnghU.  farmrr  and  h.-  «ife  vvrre  h«li'  .,  century  ag...    Th-r* 
wrrc  t«.,  „.ti,,  tall  ami  .tuut,  who  a|.,..ari-.l  to  have  cm.    in 
Ironi  work,  the  youngrst  of  whom  ua»  ah..m  my  ag-     ih  n 
twemy-thnc.     H,.i   ih.rt-   wa.  ai...(h.r  nun.l..r  .  t   the   f.inrl>- 
aged  nineteen,  is  ho  (dreed  ;i-o.r.hng  lu  the  neat  und  miu,.!.- 
fashion  of    Ne»v    England,    whence   -he   had   cnie    with    lier 
parent,  five  or  ,ix  yvars  hefor.l  h..d  h.r  :.  ii«  Ii«ht-I.rnw„  hair 
twisted   nicely   up.  and   faMeiud  ..n  lur  head.  .i>   uhidi  h  ..d 
were   a   pair  ..|   lutly  him.  eyt'i,  .i»..  ciated   with    fiMtiire-   nf 
which  that   softness  .ind  that   twe.tn<»«.   .,,  chiracteriMic  .a 
American  hItU,  were  the  |.ridonimaiit  expri-*MuiH,  the  wh-lc 
being    ^et   off  hy    a   cnmpie.xion    iiuluatue   of  kIuvmhk   heal  ii. 
and   forming,   figure.   movetmntN  and  all   taken   together,   an' 
assemblage  of   beauties,   far  nirpa^^ing  any   tliat    I    hrd  ever 
seen   bm    once    ii.    my    life.      I  hat    once   was   too.    tw..   v-iar^ 
agone;  and  in  Mich  a  case  and  in  nuch  an  age.  two  years"  tw. 
whole  years,  is  a  long,  long  wliie     It  was  a  M>acc  a*  long  as 
the   eleventh  part   of  my   then    life.        Here    was   the   present 
against    the  absent;   here   was   the   power  oi    the  eyes   pitted 
against  that  of  the  memory;  here  were  all  the  senses  up  m 
arms  to  subdue  the  intiuence  of  the  thoiiKhls;  here  was  vanty. 
here  was  pasMon,  here  was  the  ^poi  ,,f  all  >p.as  in  the  world. 
and  her"  were  also  the  life  and  the  manners  and  the  habits, 
and  the  pursuits  that  I  delighted  in;  lure  was  everything  that 
imagination  can  conceive,  united  in  a  conspiracy  against   t!ie 
littl*  brunnette  in  England.     What,  then,  did  I  fall  in  Inve  at 
once  with  this  bouquet  of  lilies  and  roses?  Oh,  by  no  means. 
I  was,  however,  s,    eiichante<l  with  the  place;  I  so  much  en- 
joyed its  tranquility,  the  shadi  of  the  maple  trees,  the  bit-in.ss 
of  the   farm,  the  sports  of  the  water  and  the  wn,,ds    that    I 
stayed  there  till   the  last  possible  nn  ment,  premising,  at   my 
departure,  to  come  again  as  often  as  I  pi^ssibly  could:  a  pro- 
mise which  I  most  punctually  fulfilled. 

"Winter  is  the  great  season  for  jaiiiuin!,'  and  dancing  (call- 
ed frolicking)  in  America.  In  this  pmvinoe  thf  river  and  the 
creeks  were  the  only  roads  from  scttlcnunt  to  settlement.  In 
summer  we  travelled  in  canoes;  ju  winter  in  sleds  on  the  icc 
or  snow.  During  more  than  two  years  I  spent  all  the 
time  I  could  with  my  Yankee  friends;  they  were  all  fond  of 
me;  I  talked  to  them  .ibout  country  affairs,  my  evident  de- 
light in  which  they  took  as  a  compliment  to  themselves:  the 
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laihtr  ami  mnthtt  tfraiH  me  ««  nn«  of  ihttr  own  childrrti; 
the  ».m.  a.  a  brothrr;  ami  thr  lUimhirr.  wh„  «%»«  „  m.M|«i 
ami  a,  (.ill  wf  »e«,il,i|ity  a.  .hr  na-  l.*aulifiit,  in  a  »*ay  to  a 
chap  much  Ich  •angtimv  than  I  »a»  ho..I,|  hav*  givrtt  ihr 
IciukriM  ii.irrpmaii..|, ,  «h.ch  err:,tn.e„t  |,  .,|Hv,alIy  ,n  ihr 
la;>t  mmiioriril  ia,c,  n,,,,)  f,,f,|,;,|iy   rrp.iul. 

•  It  i.  when  you  mict  in  c.mtwny  with  nthtr*  ..(  your  own 
age  that  y.Mi  arc,  m  U>^v  m.iiirr«,  put  m..'i  fmiurntly  t.,  ihr 
IrM.  ami  expo.i.1  to  .Incctio  i  Ihc  nrxi  ,1  „r  nc  ghlx.r  mi«'ii 
in  that  cutintry,  hr  tni  m,I,,  off.  We  u  rd  t.,  have  a  <rol  o.' 
iomctimr-i  at  one  hou»c  aiij  vimttimi*  at  aiioihrr.  Ilrrr. 
whcrr  female  eyt«  are  very  mtuh  ..n  ilic  aliri.  tiu  «.cr.t  riti 
l..nK  1.^  kept;  an.l  v.'ry  v«,ii.  f;,ihir,  mmhcr,  l.r.,tlur*  ami 
tin-  «hole  nviKhlKirh.).,,!  looked  up.  n  thi  ihmir  a,  rrrtain  !iot 
fxe.ptin«  herself,  to  «h.w  I,  however,  had  never  once  even 
talked  u(  niarri.-Kr.  and  had  tu\er  ev.  n  tnld  hrr  that  I  loved 
her  Hill  I  had  a  thoii^aiul  turn-,  done  ihu  l.y  imphcali  m, 
takiiiK  into  vievx  the  interpretaiion  that  »he  would  natiinlly 
put  upon  my  h,ok-i.  appellations,  and  ari.;  and  it  was  of  thi* 
I   had  to  accii-e  myself 

■•^ei  I  wa^  n<,t  a  ieciiver;  for  my  afTeciion  f,,r  h.r  wa-» 
very  great;  1  !i|K'nt  iio  really  phavint  hour-  hut  with  lur;  I 
wa«  uneasy  if  she  showed  the  «liKhteM  reKard  for  any  other 
yoiuiK  man:  I  wa.  unhappy  if  the  MualleM  malttr  affect.-d 
her  health  or  spirits;  |  iputtid  Iut  in  .Ujeeti.m.  an.j  rettirmd 
to  her  with  caser  lieliRht ;  many  a  time  when  I  coiil.l  get  knve 
but  fi  r  a  day.  I  paddled  in  a  canoe  two  whole  succeeding 
nights  in  order  to  pass  that  day  with  her.  If  this  wa-  not 
love,  it  was  first  cousin  to  it;  for  as  to  any  criminal  intention. 
I  had  no  more  thougiit  of  it  than  if  she  had  heen  my  «ist-r. 
M:ny  times  I  put  to  myself  the  questions.  'What  am  I  at? 
Is  m.t  this  wrong?     Why  do  I  go?'    But  still  I  went. 

■  I  hen,  lurther  in  my  excuse,  my  prior  enRaKement,  though 
carefully  left  unallitded  to  by  both  parties,  was.  in  that  th-n 
population,  and  owing  to  the  lingular  circumstances  of  it. 
and  the  great  talk  that  there  always  was  at.out  me.  perfectly 
well  known  to  her  and  .ill  her  family.  It  xvis  matter  of  much 
notoriety  and  conversation  in  the  pnnince.  that  General 
Carleton  (brother  of  the  late  Lord  Dorchester)  who  was  the 
governor  when  I  was  there,  when  he.  about  fifteen  years 
afterwards,  did  me  the  honor,  on  his  return  to  Fngland.  to 
come  and  see  me  at  my  house  in  Duke  Street.  Westminister. 
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Mk*4,  bttort  he  went  «w»y,  to  %e«  my  wifr.  „(  \^h•m  h»  h^.l 
h*«rj  »o  much  hrUnv  hvr  marfugr  S.i  thji  ilief*  wa*  n.» 
dfceptmn  c.n  my  pan ;  but  »iil!  I  nuKlic  noi  in  have  >iiffrm] 
•ven  the  mott  dotatii  h-pe  Im  lir  rnifMaiti*.!  Uy  a  pcr««i  .,> 
miu«enj,  •<»  amiablr.  (..r  »»h.w  f  tia.l  ".  mttch  affrcti..n,  an.l 
to  whotc  heart  I  hsij  no  right  i..  niv,  a  «t»nj|p  twmiir  I 
ought  <rom  thr  »«f)  »ir«|  to  \u\t  prt^riunl  thr  |H>..ttntii)  ti 
her  »vcr  ffrlmg  pain  itn  m>  accouttl  1  «««  yotinf.  to  b«  .ur«; 
but  I  wax  olil  rnoiigh  to  know  what  wa«  my  <|tiiy  in  thu  c.\te, 
•ml  I  .. light,  tliiniNiinK  my  own  (ctliiiK..  i,,  h.iv.  h;i.|  titr 
fnolution  to  {KTtorni  it 

"The  la't  pariinK  came;  an.l  miw  c»mu-  niy  jum  pi!ni«h- 
ment.  The  time  wa«  known  t,.  evtrylwMl).  an.l  irrevvaMy 
Axed;  for  I  had  to  move  with  the  regiment,  and  the  emliark- 
ation  of  a  regiment  i»  an  epoch  in  a  thinly  «ett!ed  province. 
To  de«cribe  i» .«  parimg  w..ul.l  he  t.)o  pun-iil  rvm  ,,t  tint 
dutam  diy.  d  with  this  fro.t  .>(  .  jjc  iip.m  my  hra.l  The 
kind  and  •  uou»  father  c.tmc  inrty  niilo  u,  ^v  nie.  jii«t  a« 
I  wai  g..i.  ,  on  lK>ard  in  the  river,  iii*  |o..k«  ind  w.»rd«  I 
have   never    forg.Hten.     .\*   tlu-   vc^tl   de  cc  Mu-   pan^d 

the  month  <.f  that  creek,  wlncli  I  h.id  m.  oft,  nterd  sMth 
delight;  and  though  Knglatid.  .-.n.}  ..II  that  Kngla.id  contain  d. 
were  before  me,  I  lo«i  ji^ht  of  thi-.  creek  with  an  .ichinu 
heart. 

"On  what  tritles  turn  the  Krcitcst  event*  of  a  tnan.  If  I 
had  received  a  cool  letter  from  my  inten.Ud  wife;  if  I  had 
only  heard  a  rumor  of  anything  from  which  fickleneM  in 
her  mind  mixht  have  been  infirnd;  if  I  ha.l  f.,tin.|  m  lur  my. 
even  the  smallest  abatement  of  affection;  if  jhc  had  but  left 
go  any  .me  of  the  hundred  string*  hy  which  she  held  my 
heart;  if  any  of  the«c  had  'Kcurred,  never  w.nild  the  wrld 
have  heard  me  Voting  n*  I  wis;  Mv  n-  I  w.is  .- s  i  s,,|dier: 
proud  as  I  was  of  the  adm:rati.m  and  cummin.l.itions  „f 
which  I  was  the  object;  fond  .is  |  was.  too.  of  the  command, 
which,  at  «o  early  an  age.  my  rure  conduct  and  gre.it  natural 
talents  had  given  me;  sanguine  a«  was  my  mind,  and  bril- 
liant as  were  my  pnxpects;  yet  !  had  seen  so  much  of  the 
meanness,  the  unjust  partialities  the  inNoluenl  pomposity,  the 
disgusting  dissipations  of  that  wny  of  life,  that  I  was  w'eiry 
of  it ;  I  I.mgcd  to  exchange  my  fine  laced  e.jat  for  the  Yankee 
farmer's  homespun,  to  be  where  I  should  never  behold  the 
supple  crouch  of  ser/ility.  and  never  hear  the  hectoring  voice 


18 

Mr.  VV.  G.  McF.rl.ne.  in  a  Mrr;*..  of  pawr.  wri.,*« 
•on\f  year,  affo  ff,r  ihr  v,    i„i.     ,       pap«""  written 

dwch  or.  ,h,  L7Zu     Th     1      ""•"  '"''>  '^"^  ''^ 

'ron,    an..ihrr    of    ('ohW.  t    '  "•"""*  *»  ''*"*»« 

''-K'U  more  fa  orab      o    hc'ct'    "'"^  ""^    ^ 
cJe.cribi„^  a  journey  oh  ?  J"^'"  '^'"'^^y-     '" 

oru.jo„r,Ly...,^:j;«:;;>;^-^^^^ 

•re.,  had  no.   ri^n,  ,"    .hji'' /T  """  "  '""'  »"*"'  -"-* 
«he  V.CVV.   „„  very  mmi,  Tl'    u  '  ""**  "'"•'       '"'«-d. 

^.ng.   and    when.    .„   ^.TJZ^ir^'r'^'    '"     "'« 
down  from  the  .jde  at  v«  '    '*"*>'»■    >•>»    ^^k 

of  th,»  description    ,he  cll^  »      **"":""  '"'""'  «  "y'""  »'• 

•^'"  (all  ««  woodO   till  "e  jr     t,  ,  '^  *''  ''"  ''* 

branches  of  ,he  tree,.     B "anS-.^  «.,        '  ""''"«V    '""^    '"P 
•pnce;  n  pie.-,  of  water    hnn   !       ,        "'"  '"'°  ^  '"'"«'=  «P-" 

wide.  u.,h  ,hc  wood:  „:  r  ,f ";";;;  •^^,?-  -  "^-^  ">  ^-ur 

rixinK  ,hro„«h  ir    i,  verv  mLh  :V''«';^"'"f'c  top,  of  tre« 
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We  may.  \i  you  Ukt,  thouKh  wr  are  not  bound  »o 
do  It,  luppoM  that  Cobbrit  wa»  cm  iliit  t>cc»«u>ii  re- 
turning  trotn  a  jmirncy  to  hi»  Yankcr  uirl.  an.l  fliat 
th«  Yankeci  who  rowrd  him  werr  ihr  ttalwart 
brothem. 

Il  may  b*  taut  here  thai  Cobbrii**  hastily  chnutt 
wife  wa»  a  irrasiire  lo  him.  Surely  the  worl.l  cuul<l 
not  have  crmtauieii  a  wtmian  beticr  fitteil  ic>  In?  the  wife 
of  a  man  »o  tirmuout,  •«  full  of  ftelf-itieeiM.  ».)  cnier- 
pri»in»(.  «>  lerribly  fnn«|  of  raitinif  trt«il»le  in  the 
world.  Ill  ilu-  |»tT|Htiial  « yd- 'tie  which  l.dilK-tt 
maiUKe.l  to  keep  in  ofjcration,  Mr*.  Cohhett  moved 
•crenc  ami  equable,  liearini;  •tr«ni«  chiMten  am! 
briiij,  •  'Iicin  uf»,  mimlinn;  tlii-  hou*e  aii>l  the  farm, 
viiitinjf  .er  huilwml  at  Newjjale  when  the  could,  at 
other  time*  »endln(;  him  ham|H  ts  of  fowl  and  eyjrn, 
roa«  pig  and  vegetable*  and  h.nne  made  c!»ei'«c.  If 
a  mob  imathed  hi»  window*  in  ICn^jland,  or  threaten- 
ed to  lynch  him  in  America,  Mr».  IoIiIkmi  did  m>t  >,'o 
into  hysteric*.  She  rer  c.|  falyrand  and  othvr 
noblemen,  met    leading  •  men  in  bmdon.  or    n 

her  country  home,  and  ««  .11  »  ,.»  or  three  o'clock 

in  the  morning.  like  Lucrei-^.  with  a  *uppir  ready  f  )r 
her  lord  when  he  should  rciurti  with  hi*  comrade* 
from  some  of  his  political  aKitati'>n  meetings.  To- 
ward the  en(.  of  his  troubled  life,  Coblu'tt  >«n"d  that 
he  owed  it  to  his  wife  that  he  never  had  real  cares. 
He  could  always  leave  his  house  and  family  with  as 
little  anxiety  as  he  would  quit  an  inn,  not  more  fear- 
inff  to  fid  anything  wron;:  tl.an  he  ared  a  discm- 
tinuancc  of  the  rising  and  settini;  of  the  sun.  He 
had  all  the  numerous  del'p;hts  of  heme  and  children, 
and  all  a  bachelor's  freedom  from  domestic  care. 
Many  sons  this  woman  who  grew  up  in  St.  John  bore 
him.  who  became  as  tall  and  strong  as  their  father; 
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several  daughters  as  beautiful  ami  as  good  as  their 
mother.  She  had  each  one  inoculated  with  small- 
pox, while  she  nursed  it,  Cobbett  having  a  malignant 
aversion  to  "  that  bcaftly  cow  stuflf,"  as  he  called 
vaccination,  and  having  fiercely  opposotl  the  grant  ot 
ijo.ooo  to  Jcnner  for  the  discovery.  Yet  Mrs.  Cob- 
bett never  had  the  sniall-pox.  The  girl  of  the  wash- 
tub  outlived  her  husband,  who  died  at  73,  and  when 
she  had  been  a  w-dow  eleven  years,  i)ublislied  an  addi- 
tion to  his  work  on  Cottage  Economy,  wherein  she 
gave  a  number  of  new  receipts  for  cooking  and  house- 
keeping, with  particular  reference  to  the  dishes  her 
husband  used  to  like.* 

And  Cobbett  was  a  good  husband.  He  never 
stayed  away  from  home  when  he  could  help  it.  He* 
praise  was  constantly  in  his  mouth.  At  her  first 
quiet  suggestion  he  gave  up,  after  his  marriage,  a 
boisterous  soldier's  habit  of  being  familiar  with  other 
girls.* 

In  Pennsylvania  during  their  early  married  life, 
when  she  was  in  delicate  health,  he  came  home  from 
his  work  and  went  out  again  to  parade  the  street  all 
night  with  a  club  driving  oflf  the  dogs,  whose  barking 
was  disagreeable.  The  only  thing  she  feared  was 
thunder,  and  if  a  storm  arose  when  he  was  giving  an 
English  lesson  to  French  royalist  refugees,  at  Phila- 
delphia, he  dropped  his  conjugations  and  started  full 
run  for  home,  so  that  it  became  a  by-word,  when  mak- 
ing his  class  appointment.  "  Saiizr  Ic  tonncrc, 
monsii'urs. 

The  first  child  died,  and  it  was  while  watching  with 
the  mother  over  this  babe  that  ho  wrote  the  grammar 
for  teaching   French   people   English,   which    in    his 

♦Cottage  Economy,  19th  Edition. 
*Advice  to  Young  Men. 
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modest  way  he  says  "  has  been  for  thirty  years,  and 
still  is  the  great  work  of  this  kind  throuj;hout  all 
America,  and  in  every  nation  in  Europe."  I  may  go 
out  of  the  way  to  say  that  in  Cobbctt's  opinion  all  li's 
books  were  the  greatest  of  his  kind;  one  gathers  from 
his  criticisms  that  only  about  i.^o  volunu-s  of  good 
literature  have  been  written  in  English.  That  is 
appro.xiniatcly  the  number  of  Cobbctt's  works. 

One  thing  more  might  be  said  respecting  this  m.ir- 
riage.  In  Philadelphia,  where  Cobbttt  so<m  made 
himself  a  storm  centre  by  attacking  the  radicals,  he 
was  called  a  deserter  from  the  liritish  army,  and  it 
was  slanderously  aflirmed  that  the  lady  he  brought  to 
America  with  him  was  not  his  wife.  Cobbott  pro- 
duced his  tnarriage  certificate,  which  he  showed  to 
Rev.  Dr.  AI)ercromlii  •.  an  iininent  scholar  and  divine. 
In  his  English  grammar.  ])rinted  years  after.  Cobbett 
devotes  a  couple  of  pages  to  Abercrombie's  bad  Eng- 
lish.* though  in  that  interesting  text-book  he  observes 
that  the  doctor  was  a  kind  and  worthy  man.  and  that 
he  baptized  the  two  eldest  Cobbett  children.  And  if 
he  devotes  two  pages  to  .Xbercrombie's  bad  English, 
he  gives  many  times  more  to  the  errors  of  Addison, 
Dr.  Johnson,  Hlair  and  Dr.  Watts. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Cobbett  gave  his  be- 
trothed 150  guineas,  which  seems  to  have  been  the 
savings  of  two  years  as  sergeant  major  and  one  year 
as  corporal,  fir  50  guineas  a  year.  He  explains  in 
the  re;:istcr  that  after  his  marriage  bo  had  only  £200, 
which  shows  that  he  tnily  saved  £30  in  the  last  four 
J  ears,  most  of  the  time  spent  at  Fredericton.  I  sin- 
pect  that  he  lived  a  gayer  and  more  soc'al  life  there. 

A  pleasing  p  cture  of  Cobbett's  house  is  given  by 
a  distinguished   literarv   woman.   Miss   Mitford,  who 


♦  Cobbett's  Grammar,  page  65. 
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w.th  her  father  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  Botley 
esta  e.     i  li^rc  she  met,  among  others    Mr    riff     . 
of  the  <')i,arierlv   w  th  u\.  t     ■^      ^"'  ^*^^-  <^Jinord. 

famo.:\f  Lord  Dun  •  ^T''  '"''  "'^^  '^''  "'^'^ 
Cochrane  vhniCi  ^""^^"^''l  =*  anceeiors.  that  Lord 
Cochrane,  who  became  a  great  national  hero  because  of 
his  dashmg  career  as  a  naval  officer   JZu 

and  wa.  buried  in  ^4^™^,^"^  "^'  """■'"'• 

neets  aiK    a  ciitifr  m..  ^c  c      •  ,  ■  "i  x  nncn 

h.f,..  1  Spanish  vessels."      Cob- 

bel  s  l,o„se  was  ,!,„,  ,l,ro„ged  with  Ruest,    o(    a'l 
ranks   ■■  „,„  „„  Earl  and  l,is  co„n.ess  .o  *e  farme 

aJnTei«.        '""■    °'  "'""«"■  '-'"""R  -Phews 

In    tlleseralher   exaclinu   circumstances   our   lady 

«c  on  1;",;°?  '="-'>•  ="="  sracefully  ,0  „e 
occas,on.  M,ss  JI„ford  was  in  l,er  day  theV„est  .! 
the  fines,  houses  in  England,  and  knej  wS  a 
hostess  should  be.    She  says-  "Data 

thing  wim   "    IZZ  h  """"^  ''»"'«'>■  »"''  «"r,- 

characters,  Alice  Dinmnnt  ,„  t,  o'  ^cott  s  most  charming 

her  .evotion  to^^r'Tid'a";;  ST'  '"  ■"■"'""'■  '"^ 
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When  Cobbett  was  a  corporal,  that  s  within  two 
years  after  he  enlisted,  "the  new  discipline,"  as  it  was 
called,  was  introduced.  This  Duiulas  system,  as  they 
named  it  from  the  war  minister,  was  sent  out  in  little 
books  to  be  studed  by  the  officers.  Accord  ng  to 
Cobbett,  the  officers  at  St.  John  did  not  study  much. 
He  says,  "  Any  old  woman  might  have  written  such 
a  book,  as  it  was  excessively  foolish  from  beginning 
to  end."  I  Hit  it  ordered  a  total  change,  and  this 
change  was  to  be  completed  boforc  the  ne.xt  annual 
review.     We  may  quote  further : 

To  make  this  change  was  left  to  me,  who  was  not  then 
twenty  years  of  age  (he  was  24)  while  not  a  single  officer  in 
the  regiment  paid  the  least  attemion  to  the  matter,  so  th^t 
when  the  time  came  for  the  annual  review,  I  then  a  corporal, 
had  to  give  lectures  to  the  officers  themselves,  the  colonel  ,iot 
excepted;  riid  fur  several  of  them,  if  t  for  all  of  them.  I 
had  to  make  out  upon  large  cards,  whk  they  brought  for  the 
purpose,  little  plans  of  the  position  of  the  regiment,  together 
with  the  list  of  the  words  of  command,  which  they  had  to 
give  in  the  field.* 

At  the  review  we  may  suppose  that  General  Car'.c- 
ton,  governor  of  the  prov  nee,  was  present,  and  it  was 
hard  on  Cobbett's  pride  tha  lie  was  no  longer  pro- 
minent.    He  says : 

There  was  I  at  the  review  upon  the  flank  of  the  Grenedier 
company,  with  my  worsted  shoulder  knot,  and  my  great  high, 
coarse,  hairy  cap,  confounded  in  the  ranks  .1.  .ongst  other  men] 
while  those  who  were  commanding  me  to  move  my  hands  or 
my  feet,  thus  or  thus,  were  uttering  words  which  I  had  taught 
them,  and  were  in  everything,  except  mere  authority,  my  in- 
feriors, and  ought  to  have  been  commanded  by  me. 

Out  of  the  bitterness  of  these  reflections  and  a  dis- 
covery made  by  Cobbett  .>hilc  the  regiment  was  at 
St.  John,  came  the  resolution  to  bring  down  the  pride 
of  some  of  his  officers.    U  about  this  time,  116  years 

*  Cobbett's  Political  Works,  Vol.  3,  page  252. 
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aKC  c,u-  of  US  could  have  passed  by  the  quarters  of 
Serjeant  Major  Cobbett.  at  tlirec  or  four  o'clock  in 
the   mom,„K.   I:e  mi^ht   have  seen   that  stur.lv    and 
portly.  I,nt  at!,ict.c.  young  nmn.  hard  at  work  copying 
paiKTs.  mspocling  rejj  mental  lx«,ks.  making  mcmor 
anda.  and  doing    t  all  with  caut  on  and  circumspec- 
t.oti.       Later  at   Frederictio,,   ,ho   light   in  Cobbetfs 
quarters  burned  late  an.l  early.     He  had  now    with 
l"m   ui  these  secret  operations   a  still   younger    and 
much  smaller  man.  a  c  .rj,oral.  only  fiy'c  feet    high 
rhey  two  were  W(,rk  ng  up  a  boodle  inyestigation. 
Let  us  take  Cobbetfs  own  story,     lie  was  clerk  to  the 
regunent.  and  had  all  the  business  in  his  hands      Be- 
fore he  had  held  the  job  a  year  '■  nether  adjutant 
paymaster,  or  quarter-master  could  move  a  step  with- 
out my  assistance."     He  discovered  that  the  qua.ter- 
master  who  issued  the  men's  provisions  kept  about 
the    fourth    part    to    himself.     Cobbett     nformed   the 
old  sergeants  and  they  told  him  this  had  gone  on  for 
years.       They  were  terrified  at  the  idea  of  Cobbett 
mentioi  ing  it.     He  did  mention  it.  however,  to  some 
of  his  superiors,  but  the  answer  he  got  led  him  to 
conclude  to  say  no  more  until  he  got  to  England 
Meanwhde  there  was  noth  ng  to  hinder  his  prepara- 
tion of  the  case  as  he  ha  1  access  to  all  the  books. 
But  m  the  winter  of  1791  he  began  to  see  that  after 
he  should  get  to  England  the  books  might    not    be 
available.     So  he  made   extracts.     Then  it  occurred 
to  him  that  he  should  be  in  a  postion  to   prove   his 
extracts  genuine. 

^^  Corporal  Bestland  was  a  sort  of  assistant  clerk. 
He  was, '  says  Cobbett,  •■  a  ver^•  honest  fellow  much 
bound  to  me  for  my  goodness  to  him;  and  was,  with 
the  sole  exception  of  myself,  the  only  sober  man  in 
th€  whole  regiment."     They,  two,  made  tliemselves 
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busy  in  the  matter.  "  To  work  we  went,  and  (lurinR 
a  long  winter,  while  the  rest  were  boozing  and  snor- 
ing, we  gutted  no  small  part  of  the  regimental  book-s." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Xashwaak  lady  was  not 
allowed  to  take  his  attentiiMi  from  th;s  mission. 

They  look  copies,  signal  each  with  the  r  narnvs. 
and  clapped  the  regimental  seal  to  it.  so  they  onikl 
swear  to  the  copy.  Cobbctt  had  a  strong  kix  made, 
in  which  he  kept  these  dangerous  papers.  He  had 
several  bad  frights,  but  got  his  papers  safe  to  Ports- 
mouth and  to  London. 

The  subsequent  story  of  the  charges  is  a  long  one. 
Cobbett  laid  his  complaint  before  the  war  office.  He 
had  first  secured  his  discharge,  as  already  mentioned, 
through  the  good  offices  of  Lord  lulward  F  tzgcrald, 
but  unfortunately  little  T.estland  was  still  in  peril. 
In  spite  of  Cobbett's  urgent  appeals  the  regimental 
books  were  not  secured  by  the  war  office.  He  had 
then  to  fall. back  on  his  copies.  But  he  had  promised 
Bestland,  who  feared  a  tiogging,  that  his  name  would 
not  be  brought  into  the  case  unt  1  he  also  was  dis- 
charged. Cobbett  asked  that  the  war  office  would 
promise  to  discharge  a  man  whom  he  should  name 
after  the  promise  was  given.  This  was  refused.  The 
case  dragged  a  few  weeks.  Then  Cobbett,  who  had 
married  on  his  return  to  England,  packed  up  what  he 
had,  took  the  lady  of  the  washtub,  and  made  his  way 
to  France. 

It  was  always  stated  by  his  enemies  that  he  did  not 
go  empty-handed.  In  short,  the  charge  was  that  he 
took  money  to  abandon  the  case.  There  's,  however, 
no  need  to  suppose  so.  for  it  was  evident  that  he  could 
not  get  far  with  it. 


^car,  afterward  Cobl,cti  supported  the  charges 
made  against  the  Duke  of  York.  so„  of  the  reigning 
K.ng.  who  was  accuse.!  of  giving  co.nmissions  and 
prun,otons  to  undeserving  people  in  consideration 
of  substantial  payments  to  Mrs.  Clarke,  the  Duke's 
mistress. 

In  the  stormy  discussion  of  these  charges.  Cobbetfs 
sudden  abandonment  of  the  \ew  ISrunswick  case  was 
thrown  up  to  him.  and  t  was  in  answer  to  these  re- 
jections that  he  gave  the  statements  which  have  been 
quoted. 

If  Cobbett  went  to  France  in  the  spring  of  1792 
somewhat  acquainted  with  the  IVench  language  and 
literature,  it  v  is  because  the  studv  of  French    wa* 
another  of  his  x\ew  IJrunswick  activities.     This  a'uly 
-seems  to  have  been  taken  up  from  pure  lust  for  work, 
lie  cou!<l  not  when  here  have  foreseen  that  he  would 
hnd  u  convenient  to  rush  to  that  countrv.  or  that  hav- 
ing been  driven  from  France  by  the  revolut  on  whi-h 
followed  hard  upon  his  arrival,  he  should  make  several 
hundred  pounds  a  year  during  the  next  three  vears   n 
Phdadelphia  by  teaching  Knglish  to  French  refugees. 
This   he   did,    while   incidentally   he   belabored   Tom 
Paine,  Jefferson,  Franklin  and  Citizen  Genet  througii 
his   pamphlets.     Mis  career  in   the  Quaker  city   was 
closed  by  a  condemnation  to  pay  $5,000  damages  to 
Dr.  Rush.  who.  according  to  Cobbett,  had  killed  some 
.Kindreds  ..f  people  by  excessive  bleeding  —  among 
others.  George  Washington. 


Cobbett  d-d  some  other  things  in  New  Brunswick. 
In  no  less  than  three  of  his  books  he  mentions  a  cer- 
tain royal  commission.  The  date  should  be  about  1790, 
for  he  intimates  that  it  was  a  year  before  he  left  the 
province. 
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"I  rrmcmber,"  he  »iy»,  "a  set  of  commijjinneri  bring  cnt 
out  from  England,  a  part  of  whoie  bu>inc»«  it  wu  to  make 
M  statement  ami  report  of  the  population.  They  livid  about 
our  quarter*  for  s..me  time;  thiy  had  some  jovial  c.irnn^inrf* 
with  our  officer*;  but  it  was  I  who  made  out  their  Mate- 
ment  and  drew  up  t\u%  report  to  be  sent  home  to  the  Kin^. 
for  which,  by  the  b-.  they  never  Kave  me  even  their  thank*. 
Thii  «;atement,  which,  as  was  the  case  with  cverytiiinti  that  I 
meddled  wiih,  was  done  in  ^o  char,  correct,  and  ui  pomt  .f 
penmanship,  so  beautiful  a  manner,  that  I  have  been  t^ld  the 
Duke  of  Kent,  when  he  afterwards  became  commander-in- 
chief  in  these  provinces,  had  it  copied,  ami  took  au.iy  the 
original  as  a  curinsitv." 

I   copy   this    from   the    t'olilical    Rofjistor   r)f    i8(>). 

In  his  book,  called  Cobbott's  Corn — ciuotcd  in  the  note 
to  Rural  Rides— it  is  stated  that  the  d(KMiinent  came 
into  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  Kent.  There  is  lo 
hearsay  about  it  this  time,  for  Cohl)ett  states  that  the 
Duke  showed  the  paper  to  him  on  the  often  mentioned 
occasion,  when  Cobbett.  proccedinj;  from  Philadelpliia 
to  London,  had  the  honor  to  dine  w  tli  that  royal  per- 
sonage.   This  was  in  1800,  and  Cobbett  wJX)te  in  1828. 

A  third  story  he  gives  in  the  Register  of  1824.  As 
thi«  passage  is  rather  interesting  from  a  local  point  of 
view,  I  qix«e  a  somewhat  long  extract. 

Cobbett  is  denouncing  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  a  for- 
mer intimate  associate,  from  whom  ht  had  rece  ved 
£3.000,  which,  according  to  Burdett,  was  a  loan  never 
repaid,  and  in  Cobt)ett*s  view  a  political  subscription. 
Burdett  had  been  a  radical  member  of  parliament, 
and  was  a  colleague  of  Lord  Cochrane  when  the  latter 
was  sent  to  prison  and  sentenced  to  stand  in  the 
pillory.  This  latter  part  of  the  sentence  was  not 
carried  out.  If  it  had  been.  Sir  Francis  would  have 
voluntarily  stood  in  the  pillory  with  his  friend  and 

•colleague. 


as 

Ilunlctt  had  a  scheme  tor  sciulmj;  the  »utTcring 
Irish  to  the  colonii-s.  and  Cobln'tt  was  contending'  :n 
his  demagogical  way  that  it  would  be  better  to  pro- 
vide for  them  at  home.  He  jjives  a  dran.atic  state- 
ment of  the  ditiiculties  of  transporting  a  million 
people  and  starting  them  as  settlers  in  the  wo.xl»,  and 
adds : 

Hut  the  li«st  way  of  ilin\sing  ^^ha^  must  be  dcme  in  »uch  a 
ca»c,  i»  to  Hhow  what  actually  wa«  (Lmc,  when  thi.  govirntneut 
colonized  Nesv  Brun>\vick.  ujiuh  cn.ntry  is.  i„  niy  opinion, 
ono  of  the  t.i-*t  col.inics  for  purpusts  .,f  thi^  vrt  that  biJonK 
to  His   Majesty's  IJominionv 

At  the  close  of  the  American  war.  o.r  government  sent  a 
parcel  of  old  soldiers,  who  .luring  the  war  had  married  Yankee 
Kirls.  and  a  parcel  of  native  American  royalists,  who  thought 
it  inconvenient  to  remain  amonw  the  rebeN.     These  were  to 
settle  a  district,   which   in  honor  of  that  glorious  family    of 
which  Mr.    Charles  Vorkc   talks    so   much  in   answer   to  the 
slanders  of  the  wicked  Mrs.  Clarke,  is  called  New  Brunswi-k. 
The  district  begins  .-.t  the  northern  end  of  the  Atlantic  coast 
of  the   L'nifed   States,  an.l  it  extends  northward  about  eight 
or  nine  hundred  miles  perhaps.      The  main  -ettlement  was  at 
the  mouth  of  a  very  fine  river  called  the  St.  John,  which  comes 
down  nearly  from  Quebec  and  empties  itself  into  the  Bay  of 
Fundy. 

I  was  in  that  province  not  lonpr  after  the  coloni/ing  begin. 
Commissioners  were  sent  om  into  the  province  after  I  h^d 
6eer.  in  it  about  six  or  seven  years.  Their  business  was  to 
make  a  surv^v  of  the  proviita-— they  did  make  the  survey. 
Their  ma«s  of  rude  materials,  .md  m-re  rude  T  never  saw. 
were  put  into  my  hands,  and  I.  who  was  a  serge.nnt  major, 
drew  up  their  report,  which  they  sent  to  the  government.' 
That  was  about  thirty-five  year.s  ago.  and  I  dare  say,  those 
commissioners  have,  if  they  be  alive,  pensions  to  this  day. 

I  know,  therefore,  somethinc;  .nbout  the  manner  in  which  a 
Kovernment  colonizes.  The  distance  which  the  people  had  to 
go  was  a  mere  trifle.  The  expense  of  this  was  very  little. 
Then  the  settlers  were  far  from  bein«  p„or.  Thev  were 
soldiers,  who  had  gone  through  a  war,  or  th-y  were  able 
Yankee  farmers.    *    *    *    .    y^t  ,hey  had  provisions  (pork. 
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flour,  butwr,  pcai  and  rice)  round  them  (or  four  year*.  The) 
had  blanket*  found  ihem  to  a  liberal  extent.  Ihey  were 
•upphed  with  tooU.  iiaiU  and  other  thing*.  •  •  •  •And 
though  they  were  not  more  than  jo,ooa  the  ■•ufrermg  amuiig 
them  after  the  (our  year-  wa«  \er>  great.  •  •  •  |<  ,t  lik-rly 
that  each  settler  co«t  the  country  le»»  than  50  pf)undi'  Th.'re 
ua»  a  provi«i«>fi  ^torc  for  them  which  served  afterward*  a*  a 
barrack  for  400  men. 

Who  coni|)<)si'«l  this  ciMiiinission?  What  was  It* 
object?  Why  was  tho  htaulifitl  n'lKirt  of  CobfH'tt 
left  at  Krcdcrcton?  I  am  unt  ahli-  to  answtr  these 
question*,  unless  tho  commissi. .tiers  wero  Dtimlas  aii.l 
iVmbertot).  who  came  to  this  country  to  n(|nire  into 
and  re|K)rt  upon  Loyalist  losses.  In  the  Winslow 
papers,  edited  by  Kev.  Dr.  Kaymoml  ( pai^e  .v  ».  wc 
find  Lieutenant  Gordon  writ  n^  from  Halifax  'o 
Edward  Winslow.  that  the  Loyalist  commissioujr-i 
wdl  K«»  to  New  Hrunswick  in  June,  xyrf^  In  con- 
nection with  Cobbctt's  reflections,  it  may  be  worthy  of 
notice  that  "  IVmiierton  was  one  of  a  whist  party  at 
the  Rcnerars."  In  December.  171/..  Dundas  writes 
to  Karl  Cornwallis  an  accouiu  of  the  con<!itiini  of 
things  in  the  prov'nce.  n  which  it  shows  that  his 
enquiry  went  beyond  the  Loyalist  losses.  lie  did  t-.ot 
K'ct  away  until  the  summer  of  1787,  which  was  thv! 
year  of  Cobbett's  removal  from  St.  J.)hn  to  I'roil- 
ericton.  It  is  perhaps  material  to  this  eiKju  rv  that 
the  Duke  of  Kent  came  to  St.  John  ami  vsitj  I 
Frcdericton  in  1794, 

Still  wc  have  not   exhausted  the  special   labors  of 
Cobbett  in  the  province.    I  c|uote  again : 

The  fame  of  my  services  and  talents  ran  through  tlie  \vh'>Ie 
country.  I  was  invited  tu  visit  people  in  all  parts  of  the  pro- 
vince. I  had  the  settling,  or  rather  the  preventing,  of  eight 
or  nine  law  .suits,  while  we  lay  at  Frcdericton.  I  h.id  the 
affairs  of  the  whole  regiment  to  attend  to,  all  its  accounts. 
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Ent  .h  «„d  Hcnch.    I  b„il,  .  b.,«ck  f..,  400  men,  wi.bo.' 

^Id..r.  Ir  •*""•"!""""•  «»'!>"«"  «r  bricklayer.  The 
.oldier.  .meter  me  c.  J«wr,  ,he  Umber  .nd  dug  ,h,  .ton... 
•nd  I  Ha,  the  archiieci  I  «rfti  ihro„Kh  •  tract  of  timber 
of  .bove  .00  mi,„.  «her.  no  man  ever  venture,!  .0  go  ,T<m; 
M..rc    «...    ,Hu  I  d.d   for  the  p„r,...c  of  putting  ,Vp   ^J 

^.low  .he  fug.t.v. ..     And  accordingly.  ,hcr  ,h..,.  «c  had  no 

.Ton  ?•"  :"u".  ""^  ^■""•'*  ^•••"  W'"*  •"  'h-e  .Ka..v 
.on.  (of  «h.ch  I  mention  only  a  few  particular,  that  occ.r 
o  me  at  th..  moment)  I  f„„„d  ,i„e  for  ,kat>..g.  fi.hmg  and 

*vhr„  f  lef,  „.  1  had  ..en  nnd  knew  more  than  any  ...hcr  man  • 
1  ca„„„t  rofra.u  frotti  Kiving  atiothcr  ,l..,rt  ..uota- 
t!«).j  from  the  «anic  letter: 

Why   I   alway,  had  weight  and  power  wherever  I  wa.     I 
w».  a  leader  „nd  it  would  have  been  a  ba.e  abandonment  of 

«ha^  I  am  nothing  more  than  ,uch  a  man  a*  Par.on  Wood- 

Thi,  i,  rather  vain-Rlorious.  b.it  it  is  true,  that  even 
before   Lobbett   left   New   Ilrun«w  ck  his   fame    had 
beRttn  to  spread.     In  1805  Getieral  Carletort  went  to 
Cobbetts  house  in   Ettglan.!  to  remin.l  him  that   ht 
had  th^  pleasure  of  knowing  him  in  New  Brunswick. 
He  had  been  reviewing  jjcneral  when  Cobbett  thought 
that  others   were  getting  all   the   praise.       Generil 
Carleton  desired  to  see  Mrs.  Cobbett,  remark  ng  that 
he  had  heard  in  New  Brunswick  of  Cobbetfs  love 
affair. 

It  is  fair  to  say  that  Cobbett  made  one  exception  in 
expressing  contempt  for  his  officers.  He  told  the 
Duke  of  Kent  in  Hal  fax  that  Lord  Edward  Ftz- 
gerald  was  a  fine  officer.  The  same  year,  dining  a 
Mr.   Windham's   with   Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.   Canning    and 


*  Political  Register,  June,  1809. 
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othert,  Cobbett  explained  to  Vnt  that  b)ri|  ICilw.ir.l 
w»»  "ih*  only  iober  and  only  lumctt  ofticcr  I  hiJ 
ever  known  in  the  army."     Hut   b.r.l   K.lwai.l  wa* 
not  kmi(  with  the  54th.     He  ha<l  ncrvc.l   »  tUc  Ameri- 
can war  in  other  rcKimenti..  an<l  in  17KH  he  joined  the 
54tl«  in  New  Urinuwick.  becau*e  some  tH*a(,|Kiinim<rnt 
t«i  love  impellf.l  him  to  croM  the  *ea».     Tlu-  mpuUue 
and  romantic  .:i«jH)sition  of  this  remarkable  man  hid 
already  Ik-kuii  to  exhibit  it»clt'.     Iwo  letter,  of  !i;» 
to  hii  mother,  publ  nhed  in   Moorc'n   Life  of   Viu. 
Keiald.    show*    that    when    I-onl    IMward  arrivei!   in 
Halifax.  June  Ji,  1788.  he  refused  to  take  the  ordin- 
ary route  by  AnnaiK)|i.v       Hi-  had  jn*t  cr..Hsed  :he 
Atlantic  for  at  least  the  third  t  me,  and  wtns  to  hnve 
enjoye<l    t.  yet  pr.)fe»sed  to  hi*  mother  that  he  wai 
afraid  of  the  May  of  Tundy  tr  p  from  Annaixili*    .0 
St.  John,  a  passage  which  he  iiad  heard  sometimes 
ccnsumed  a  fortnight.      Of  c.nirn.  this  was  n.)t  the 
true  reason.     Lord    Kdward    had    already  iKconie  a 
«lisc  pie  of  Kosscau,  was  fond  of  living'    «i  a  state  of 
nature,  and  much  yiveii  to  solitary  .-jn-l  .idveiituro-ts 
journeys.   ?       Lord     Edward     made     the     overland 
journey,     with     the    colored    boy     who    had    saved 
his  life  at  Kutaw  Springs,  arriving'  at  St.  John  ahoit 
the  nwdtlle  of  July.     He  reports  to  his  mother  that 
the  regiment  is  still  there,  but  a  part  of  it  muit  cer- 
tainly have  Rone  to  Fredericton,     He  would  hardly 
get  to  Fredericton  before  August."    ? 

On  the  l^tli  ot  iho  follow  in,'  March  Lord  Edw.ir  I 
was  in  Quclwc.  liavin-,'  walked  all  tl.c  way  on  snow- 
sh«>cs  in  thirty-live  days,  th  rty-onv  without  seelnij  a 
house,  and  making  the  journey  by  a  nc^v  route. 
Thence  Lord  Edward  went  west  and  south,  lirinfjin.^r 

•Probably    Cobbett    was    then    engaged    in    building    the 
barracks. 
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up  at  Nrw  « >rle«n«.  He  wa«  uirncl  back  whrn  he 
wt  out  (of  Mrx  c«,  an<l  ha<i  bcciMUr  initialed  into  4n 
Imiinn  iritir  at  Del  rot. 

At  we  have  teen  \w  wan  hmw  in  EnKlamI  whn» 
C\>i)brti  »rrive.l.  ami  as*  ■uii  him  lo  oliiain  hit  ^Ht- 
charKc     iUii   |,o   uf,   t|„.   rrK'iincni   ami  the   •ervicc 
»*nm   uiur  lohlK-tl.    U,T   uhili-  l  ol.lifit   w.i»   uiak  rii; 
hi*  way  lo  .\n>erica  Id  v%ca\K  ihe  Krcnch  rcvolHii..n 
liUueralil    wa*    havinK'  a    Kloritnu    time    w  tli  i' 
rcv..luti.«»i!it*  in   IraiUT.     There  he  .Irank  ihr  hea.... 
of  the  i»ai..n!i  with  which  Hrilain  w;i»  at  war.  iK-caiue 
a  amtrailc  c»f  Wmx   Paine,  ami  wa-»  »c.  exuhcrant  in 
hi*  halre.l  to  mou.irchien  that  ihe  folk^  ai  lunne  ret  reil 
him  from  the  army.     How  ho  uia.U-  a  nmUUu  mar- 
Hage  wi<h  a  certain  iHwncJa,  hy  »ome  said  to  be  the 
•lauK'hler    of  a    Newfomidlan.l    matt,  ami    h\   uthcrt 
affirmed  to  be  a  <biighter  of  I^ntit  Philippe  (Egalite). 
and  vMer  to  the  later  French  kin^  of  that  name:  how 
he  jotn<  I  the  king't  enemteji  in  fact  at  the  la«t  be- 
coming comman<linK  officer  of  Wolf-Tone's  army  of 
United  Iriihman;  how  after  defeat  he  resisted  capture 
and   died  of  wounds   rcceiveil   in  a   fi^ht    with    the 
officeri — is  another  ttory. 

Of  Cobbett,  I  will  only  jj've  a  few  references  to 
New  Bnmiwick  and  one  more  allution  to  h»  life 
here.  In  Househohl  Economy  he  speaks  of  keeping 
cows  and  sheep  and  goats.     Then  he  says : 

When  I  wasi  in  the  imiy  in  New  Brunswick,  where  the 
•now  lies  on  the  ground  »fven  months  in  the  year,  there  were 
many  goati  that  belonged  to  the  regiment,  and  that  went 
about  with  it  on  ship  board  and  everywhere  else.  Some  of 
them  had  gone  through  nearly  the  whole  of  the  American 
war.  We  never  fed  them.  In  the  summer  they  picked  about 
wherever  they  could  find  gran,  and  in  winter  they  lived  upon 
cabbage  leaves,  turnip  peelings,  potato  peelings,  and  other 
things  flung  out  of  the  soldiers  room'*  and  huts.    One  of  these 
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foait  b^btifcd  lo  nw,  •nd  on  M  avtract  throughoiH  iht  yttr 
tiM  «ivt  am  nitift  than  ihrc*  htl(  ptni*  ol  milk  ■  4*y.  I 
MMil  In  iMvff  ih«  kid  killed  whtn  •  hm  d«y«  old.  and  k>f 
•««»•  iinw  ikt  |<Nit  v'Hild  fJ»»  Mtrix,  or  quilt,  iwo  qiMrt* 
of  milk  •  day.  She  wa«  Midom  dry  mor»  ihan  ihr*e  w««k« 
in  Ik*  y«ar. 

It  may  intrreai  people  of  Si.  John  to  know  (V*. 
bett't  of^ion  of  im-fwfti,  iinc«  thh  is  the  one  w4ier« 
he  lived  longer  than  at  any  other : 

I  hat*  eommrrrial  town*  in  f»n«ral  Th«rt  U  ftntrally 
■ofiHlhing  to  loalhtomc  in  iht  look,  and  »o  »lrrn  and  unbel- 
ifif  in  th«  manncra  of  tea- faring  ptople  ihat  I  hav«  alwar*. 
from  my  very  youih.  diiiiked  wa  porta* 

Here  it  an  opnion  of  hit  concerning  Caraila. 

Speaking  of  a  crowd  of  Norfolk  people  who  were 
"  Hrcing  from  the  country,"  aa  he  puta  it,  lie  aaid : 

Thr«  were  going  to  Quettec  in  timber  ihipi,  and  from 
Quebec  by  kMid  to  tk«  Unitad  Sutta.  Thty  had  bean  told 
that  they  would  not  be  suffered  to  land  in  «he  United  Slatet 
from  on  board  thip.  The  roguiih  villaint  had  deceived  them, 
but  no  matter.  They  will  get  to  the  United  State*,  and  going 
through  Canada  will  oo  them  good,  for  it  will  teach  them  to 
detest  everything  belonging  to  it. 

Again  referring  to  Hull,  he  aays : 

Ten  large  ihipa  have  gone  this  spring  (iR.io)  laden  with 
th-»e  fuuitivci  to  esc.pe  the  fang*  of  taxation.  Tho««  that 
have  moat  money  go  direct  to  the  United  States.  Single 
men,  who  are  taken  for  a  mere  trifle  in  the  Canadian  ships, 
go  that  way,  have  nothing  but  their  carcasses  to  carry  over 
the  rocks  and  swamps,  and  through  the  myriad  place-men  and 
|>ensioners  of  that  miserable  region.* 

Again  he  denounces  "  the  rocka  and  awampa  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  Canada." 

From  Glasgow  the  sensible  Scotch  are  pouring  out 
amain. 

Those  that  are  poor  and  cannot  pay  their  passage,  or  lan 
rake  together  only  a  trifle,  are  going  to  a  rascally  heap    of 

•  1     .  ai  Rides,  1853  edition,  page  59a. 

*  Rural  Rides,  page  600. 
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^     \':f/""''  ""'  7»'  '"^  »'"''-  -"  cM^lcLZgr^t 

TZstLr"'°'"'-   '"'  '"'  ^°'^'"  "'«""  an*     o«h  r     ax 
waters  that  we  support  upon  that  lump  of  worthlcs,ne,s_fnr 

ttrwh'?  ^"/'i''  '""'  ^"'^  -"P'  -  a  -an  part  of  Ca^  J," 

Such  English  as  this,  and  other  far  stronger,  for 
."Stance  h.s  description  of  fashionable  Ufe  at  Chilten- 
ham,  or  the  really  scurrilous  abuse  of  Tom  Paine 
whose  bones  Cobbett  afterward  reverently  resurrected 
o  g.ve  them  greater  honor-(an  honor  they  failed  to 
rccetve  because  they  fell  into  the  hands  of 'a  receiver 
•n  bankruptcy)-such  English  Carlyle  had  in  mind 

^CoZ'^T"'^  ?^^''  ^'^^  ^^'^"  Scott,  he  said. 
Cobbett  also  as  the  pattern  John  Bull  of  his  country 

h^L7         f  "oceros.  and  with  singular  httmanl 

a  ^JT  ."""'"^  '^'■^"^'^  ^'^  thick  skin. 

IS  a  most  brave  phenometion.     So  bou«t«ous   wa^ 

nature  to  us  when  British  literature  lay  all  sprawling 

ear^t  T"'    ^"°"'^"'  ^"'    °*'"  -ntimental  sm^ 
tearful  or  spasmodic  nature  was  kind  enough  to  send 

us  two  healthy  men.  of  whom  she  m-ght  stfll  say  n"    ' 
without  Pn^e.  'These  also  were  made  in   E«Ja^. 
Such  hmbs  do  I  still  moke  there.' "  " 

S.  D.  SCOTT. 
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